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A SHORT BIOGRAPHY OF SR1 108 SWAMI. BHASKARA
NAND SARASWATI J1 MAHARAJ
AUTHOR OF THIS WORK.

Mauze Maithelalpur,a small hamlet in Pergana Shiu-
rajpur P. O. Shiuli Zilla Cawnpur has the pride of
being the birth-place of our celebrated author Swémi Ji
Maharaj. The inhabitants of the village are very fond
of literary pursuits and this is the reason why it generally
produced good many famous Pandits and eminent poets.
Both the maternal and paternal lines from which cur
ascetic the Swémi is descended come from respectable
and remakable Brahman lineage. He is a Kanyakuhja
Brahman,a Misra of Hemakar, whose Gotra is Shandilya,
Sutra Gobhil, Shakha Kouthumi and he is a Shamvedi.
His father’s name was Misri Lal,and his maternal grand-
father’s name Mani Ram Chaube who was a resident
of the same village. He was a great scholar of the
Nyaya Shastra and a Kanyakubja Brahman by descent.

Our Venerable Swémi Ji was born at midnight of
the Aswin Sukla 7 Suptimi Sambat 1890. All the

attendant ceremonies necessary on the birth of a Hindu

child were performed in accordance with the injunctions
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of the Dharam Shastras-and his family rites. After being
invested with the Sacred thread he began to study the
Vedas and devoted the whole of his bachelor part of life

| in Benares as well as at home to literary pursuits of

Rhetoric and Grammar. After this he was married and
was blessed with a son.

Though our Swimi Ji was master of all the
wordly happiness, wealth, wife and children &ec. ( for
which every one on this frail earth, be he a king or
a pauper hankers with all his might) yet, considering
| them all insignificant, contemptible and trifling, he left his
home in his 17th year and repaired to Ujjain, Dwarika, |
and several other sacred places where he was not back-
ward in increasing the lore of his Vedant Shastra. In
this way he spent 7 years, when at Haridwar he read
Geetéd Sabhasya, Sharirik Sutra Sabhaslya and the ten
.Upanisadhas with the celebrated Pandit Anant Rém.

In his 24th year, while at Ujjain our Venerable
Swami Ji was invested with Sanyas in accordance with
the Dharam Shastras by Poorana Nand Swami a
Dakshinatya, and accepted the Dand or the Sacred
stick after which he travelled along the course of the
Ganges to Benares, Haridwar, Hrisikesh and several
other sacred places. Two years laterhegaveup the Dand
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and clothings also at the sacred banks of the Ganges in
Asani Gopalpur Zilla Cawnpur, reserving a Kopeen™® only.
Once upon a time while repairing to Badrinath, he acci-
dentaly met his father, mother, and wife, who were also
going to the same destination, and it was while returning
from the above Asram that his pious mother breathed
her last in those hills in the presence of our Venerable
Swami J1, after which he again repaired to several Tirthas
which he was visiting for ten long years.

He came after this to Benares where he gave up his
- kopeen* also and accepted lonliness in his hermitage at |
1 Anandbag near Durga Kunda better known as the famous
Monkey-Temple. Now he keeps no clothings on his |
naked body not even in the severest winter, sleeps on a
maft, accepts no presents from any one except what is
absolutely necessary to keep body and soul together,and |
is always absorbed inthe devotion of God and to the study
of the Vedant Shastras. Lots of people of both the sexes
and different religions repair to him to pay their respects,
and he receives all of theny equally without any personal
consideration whether the visiter be the richest and the |
mightiest or the poorest and the most helpless. Some- I
times whenever he has an oecagion to come out or is in
presence of females he puts a piece of cloth to cover his
lower parts only with a sense of public decency.

*A émall piece of clothing to hide the private parts.
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All the Rajas and Maharajas who have an occasion to
visit this sacred city never fail to go to pay their respects
to the venerable Swami Ji Maharaja and worship himasa
deity. His fame has travelled so far and wide that even
the Princes of the Royal family, Dukes and Lords go to
pay him a visit and are glad to see him. The President
of the World’s Fair of Chicago had invited Swami Ji to
take part in the discussions of the Parliaments of Re-
ligion held there in the year 1893 but he declined the
offer with thanks, as he could not undertake so long a
voyage on account of his old age and could not act
against the dictates of the Dharam Shastras as he is a
type of an orthodox Hindu.

" Innumerable persons follow the right path as shown
by the teachings of Swami Ji and the number of his
disciples is so large that if their names were to be re-
corded it will be & big book. His Highness Maharaja
Prabhu Narayan Sinh Bahadur K. C. I. E. and Kumar |
Sahib of Benares, The Mailaraja, of Unchehra and
Nagode, The Honb’le Maharaja Pratap Narayan Sinh
Bahadur of Ayédhya, Raja Saheb of Amethi and several
other Raeeses are his disciples. It is generally seen -

that a great many Rajas, Maharajas and big Zemindars i

‘ha,ve set up,the Mpurti ( bust ) of Swami Ji in seperate
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temples and worship it as a deity. Chaudhary Maha-
deo Prasad, the famous Zemindar of Mozufferpur and
Allahabad has caused a very nice and beautiful temple
to be erected in which a bust of Swami Jiis installed.
A full account of his life can be seen in other books
already ‘written on the same subject. Since the last
24 years, our venerable Swami Ji lives in Benares
and is worshipped and looked upon by the Hindus at
large as a deity. A print from his Photo is given in
the beginning of the work. His age is now 61 years
and he is author of several excellent works, some of
them are already printed and the others are in Press.

PADMA DEVA NARAYAN SINH
Beriya (Ballia)
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PREFAQE,

It will be very hard to find a reasonable man who
would not like to break off the shackles of hardships of
this frail and perishable world and try to secure a life of
constant blessing and everlasting happiness. To be free
from undergoing the process of transmigration of soul
is called attaining Muksi which can be obtained only
by a regular adherence to the principles expounded in
the Vedant Shastras. . The whole castle of the Vedant
Shastra is built on the firm foundation of the ten
Upanishadhs. Though a voluminous commentary on
the same is written by the venerable Sri Swami Shan-
karacharya but itis so difficult and tedious, intricate
and arduous to grasp the accurate and correct sense of :
the text that it requires a lore of Sanskrit Literature
to understand it, and therefore its true meaning does '
not come within the reach of the public at large. The |
commentary of Sri Swami Anandagiri-ji explains the "
Bhashya i. e. the commentary of Sri Swami Shankara-
charya, and hence it affords very little help in sofving
the labyrinth of the Vedant Shastra or the Upanishadas.
Under such circumstances we prayed our venerable
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Swami Bhaskara-Nand Saraswati who devoted a part
of his precious time, on our request, and wrote out the
present commentary which is very easy to be understood
| even by mere beginners who may havea faint knowledge
of the Sanskrit Literature. When the shrutees become
clear to understanding they are easily impressed upon
mind and canberetained there with a little practice and
a frequent revision of the text.

PADMA DEVA NARAYAN SINH
of Beriya ( BALLIA.)
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